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Abstract In this study, two kinds of amphiphilic copolypep-
tide, C12-poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine-co-L-tryptophan)
(C12-EGT-T) and C12-poly(L-glutamic acid-co-L-tryptophan)
(C12-GAT-T) were prepared. By using the mixture of these
amphiphilic copolypeptides, pH response of aggregate
formation, critical aggregate concentration, the sizes of the
aggregates and sustained-release behavior of model substan-
ces were investigated. The mixture of the amphiphilic
copolypeptides formed aggregates in aqueous medium and
showed the ability to uptake model substances such as
pyrene and 5-fluorouracil into their hydrophobic moiety.
Moreover, pH response was observed in the sustained-
release behavior of model substances and the pH region
where these properties changed was from pH 7.4 to pH 4.5
in the mixture of C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-T at 50/50 (mol/mol).
These results could be explained by dissociation of trifluoro-
acetic-acid-treated tryptophan residues in the hydrophilic
moieties and destabilization of the aggregates by electrostatic
repulsion.
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Introduction

Amphiphilic polymer have attracted considerable attention
due to the capability to self assemble in aqueous solution [1–
6]. Multitudes of amphiphilic polymers have been synthe-

sized and their aggregative properties were investigated.
Amphiphilic polymer aggregation systems have very
interesting properties and the morphologies could be
controlled by stimuli (temperature, pH, and so on), so the
polymers have numerous underlying value in application
areas such as microcapsules, drug delivery system (DDS),
and stabilization of emulsion [7–11]. DDS is a particularly
interesting field because such systems are not only able to
deliver the medicine to the organ which needs it but can
improve therapeutic effects and reduce adverse effects [12–
15]. Kataoka and coworkers [16–18] have developed
polymeric micelle carrier system using biodegradable
polymer including poly(ethylene oxide) and polypeptides.

Synthetic polypeptides composed of the same basic units
as those of proteins are expected to be excellent functional
materials. Polypeptides also exhibit several conformations
such as α-helices, β-sheets, and random coils, depending on
pH and the kind of amino acid used, and are expected to
serve as intelligent materials for DDS and other applications
[19, 20]. However, applied DDS studies taking advantage
of the dissociation or the conformation changes of
polypeptides with change in pH have rarely been reported.

In our previous study, it was found that L-tryptophan (Trp),
having a bulky indole ring and well known as the most
hydrophobic of natural amino acids, treated with trifluoro-
acetic acid (TFA) exhibited pH-reversible color changes from
red (below pH 4.0) to yellow (above pH 5.5) and that the
color changes were caused by dissociation of the indole ring
of Trp [21]. Moreover, poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine)-
graft-poly(L-Trp) and poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine)-
block-poly(L-Trp) containing TFA-treated poly(Trp) as
hydrophobic component showed a pH response in critical
aggregation concentration, the size of aggregates, release
behavior of model substances [22, 23]. However, the pH
response region was shifted unfortunately to lower pH
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(between pH 5.0 and pH 2.0) than that of TFA-treated L-Trp
monomer by robust aggregation of hydrophobic poly(Trp)
moieties.

The aim of the present study was to prepare pH response
copolypeptide carrier in which the aggregated structure
changes in the neutral pH region.

In this study, two types of dodecyl-terminated copolypep-
tide, C12-poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine-co-L-tryptophan)
(C12-EGT-T) and C12-poly(L-glutamic acid-co-L-tryptophan)
(C12-GAT-T), were prepared by aminolysis or saponification
of starting copolypeptide, C12-poly(γ-benzyl L-glutamate-
co-Trp) (C12-GT), with 2-amino-1-ethanol or 0.1N NaOH
aq. These amphiphilic copolypeptides were then treated with
TFA to obtain the pH response amphiphilic copolypeptides
C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T. The aggregation behavior,
model substance uptake ability, and pH dependence of
sustained-release behavior of mixture of C12-EGT-T and
C12-GAT-T were evaluated. These dodecyl-terminated copo-
lypeptides treated with TFA were expected to show the pH
response in aggregate formation and release of model
substance at pH region which is similar to Trp monomer
treated with TFA by introducing the tryptophan residues into
the hydrophilic part.

Experimental

Materials

Synthesis of starting dodecyl-terminated copolypeptide,
C12-poly(+-benzyl L-glutamate-co-Trp)

Starting copolypeptide consisting of hydrophobic dodecyl
(C12) alkyl chain, γ-benzyl L-glutamate and L-Trp, C12-poly
(γ-benzyl L-glutamate-co-Trp) (C12-GT), was obtained by
polymerization of γ-benzyl L-glutamate (γ-BLG) and L-Trp
N-carboxyanhydride (NCA) with n-dodecylamine (C12-
NH2). γ-BLG and Trp NCA were obtained according to
the method described in previous papers [22, 23]. Each
NCA was recrystallized from ethyl acetate with petroleum
ether. The γ-BLG NCA (80mol%) and Trp NCA (20mol%)
were dissolved in 1/1 (v/v) mixture of dioxane and
dichloromethane (conc. 10wt.%) and then C12-NH2 as an
initiator was added at NCA-to-C12-NH2 molar ratio of 20 to
obtain C12-GT. The C12-GT was precipitated in an excess of
cold methanol and dried in vacuo. All solvents used in
synthesis of C12-GT were distilled twice.

Preparation of C12-poly(N-hydroxyethyl
L-glutamine-co-L-tryptophan)

The amphiphilic copolypeptide, C12-EGT-T, was prepared
by aminolysis of C12-GT with 2-amino-1-ethanol at 50 °C

for 5days. The poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine-co-L-
tryptophan) (EGT) part is water soluble and it seems that
EGT does not affect the aggregate behavior because the
conformation of EGT in water is random coil [24].
Therefore, EGT was used as a hydrophilic component in
amphiphilic copolypeptide. The amphiphilic copolypeptide
was obtained by dialysis of the reaction mixture (molecular
cutoff 3,500) and lyophilized. Debenzylation of C12-GT
was confirmed by the disappearance of absorption due to
ester groups at 1,720cm-1 in Fourier transform infrared
(FTIR) spectrum.

Preparation of C12-poly(L-glutamic acid-co-L-tryptophan)

The amphiphilic copolypeptide, C12-GAT-T, was prepared
by saponification of C12-GT with 0.1N NaOH aq at r.t. The
poly(L-glutamic acid-co-L-tryptophan) (GAT) part is also
water soluble. The amphiphilic copolypeptide was obtained
by dialysis of the reaction mixture (molecular cut off,
3,500) and lyophilized. Debenzylation of C12-GT was
confirmed by the disappearance of absorption due to ester
groups at 1,720cm−1 in FTIR spectrum.

Preparation of pH response dodecyl-terminated
copolypeptides with TFA

The amphiphilic copolypeptides prepared above were
dissolved in TFA with irradiating ultraviolet (UV; wave-
length 365nm, intensity 300μW/cm2) for 3days [21–23].
The two kinds of amphiphilic copolypeptides treated with
TFA, C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T, were obtained by dialysis
of the reaction mixture and lyophilized. Table 1 shows
compositions of C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T evaluated by
1H-nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) in dimethyl sulfox-
ide (DMSO)-d6. The compositions were calculated with
integral curve at 7ppm (for Trp residue), 2.2–2.6ppm (for
β,γ methylene in glutamic residue), and 1.2ppm (for
methyl in dodecyl group). A schematic diagram of
preparation of amphiphilic copolypeptide treated with
TFA is shown in Scheme 1.

Table 1 The compositions of amphiphilic copolypeptides evaluated
by 1H-NMR in DMSO-d6

Sample code Molecular weight Trp cont (mol%)

PHEG PGA Trp

C12-EGT 3268 – 750 17.9
C12-EGT-T 2924 – 699 18.4
C12-GAT – 2838 791 20.8
C12-GAT-T – 2838 779 20.6
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Preparation of dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides
aggregates including model substances

The mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides aggregates including
model substances, pyrene (Py) and 5-fluorouracil (FU), into
hydrophobic core were prepared by dissolving of each
amphiphilic copolypeptide in the aqueous solution of model
substance at given amount, and then the ultrasonic wave was

irradiated for the solution. The amphiphilic copolypeptides–
model substance mixed solution was transferred into cellulose
tube (molecular cutoff 3,500) to remove excess amount of
model substance and dialyzed in distilled water until the
model substance was not detected in the outside solution. The
uptake amount of model substance was determined with a
preprepared analytical curve. Fluorescence intensity of 384nm
(excitation wavelength 336nm) was employed for Py. In the
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case of 5-FU, the absorption intensity at 260nm was measured
with UV–visible (Vis) spectrophotometer.

Reagents and solvents

All reagents and solvents were purchased from Peptide
Institute Inc. (amino acids) and Nacalai Tesque, Inc. and
were used without further purification except for the
solvents used in copolypeptide synthesis. Py as a nonionic
model drug and 5-FU as an anticancer drug were used in
this study. 5-FU is known as conventional antimetabolite
[25] and produces adverse effects such as dehydration,
inflammation of the intestines, and so on. Moreover,
solubility of 5-FU for water is very low. Therefore,
administration of 5-FU by DDS seems to be a very
significant method [26–28].

Measurements

Methods

The composition of amphiphilic copolypeptide was esti-
mated by 1H-NMR (BRUKER Model AVANCE200 spec-
trometer) measurements. DMSO-d6 was used for the
measurement. To confirm debenzylation in aminolysis and
saponification reaction, FTIR (Nicolet Instruments Model
AVATAR 320S FTIR spectrophotometer) measurements
were carried out. FTIR spectra were measured by the KBr
method in the region of 4,000–400cm−1. To evaluate pH
response of copolypeptide treated with TFA, UV–Vis
absorption spectra were measured by a HITACHI Model
U-3310 spectrophotometer with a quartz cell having a path
length of 1.0cm. The pH was adjusted by 1.0N HCl aq and
1.0N NaOH aq. Fluorescence spectroscopy was performed
in a SHIMADZU Model RF-5300FC spectrophotofluorom-
eter to evaluate the critical aggregate concentration (CAC)
and aggregate stability of amphiphilic copolypeptides. 1-
Anilino-8-naphtalene sulfonic acid magnesium salt (ANS)
and Py were used as fluorescent probe. The excitation
wavelength of 350 and 336nm were employed for the
measurement. To elucidate the conformation of amphiphilic
copolypeptide, circular dichroism (CD) measurements were
carried out with a JASCO Model J-725 CD/ORD spec-
trometer with a quartz cell having a path length of 0.1 and
1.0cm. Dynamic light scattering (DLS) measurement was
carried out with a cylindrical cell having a diameter of
12mm in order to estimate the size of the aggregates formed
by amphiphilic copolypeptides. He–Ne laser (632.8nm)
was used as the light source for the measurement. Atomic
force microscope (AFM) analysis was performed with
NanoScope® IIIa from Veeco Instruments in tapping mode
to observe the morphology of the aggregates. The sample

was prepared by drying the aqueous solution including the
aggregates on silicon wafer at r.t. for 5h and then at 100 °C
for 5min [29].

Evaluation of aggregates stability of dodecyl-terminated
copolypeptides mixture

The fluorescence intensity of Py which is not included in
aggregates is strongly affected and quenched by existence
of Cu2+ ion [30, 31]. The stability of mixed amphiphilic
copolypeptides aggregates was evaluated by monitoring of
fluorescence intensity of Py when Cu2+ ion was added to
amphiphilic copolypeptides–Py solution at desired pH. The
ratio of quenching of fluorescence was calculated by
following equation,

The ratio of quenching ¼ Iq
�
I0

where, Iq is fluorescence intensity of Py with Cu2+ ion and
I0 is fluorescence intensity of Pywithout Cu

2+ ion. The mixed
amphiphilic copolypeptides and Py concentrations in the
measurements were 1.5 × 10−4mol/l and 1.2 × 10−7mol/l,
respectively.

Evaluation of release behavior from mixed
dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides aggregates with 5-FU

The solution of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides aggre-
gates including 5-FU was poured into a dialysis tube
(molecular weight cutoff 3,500) [32]. The tube was
immersed into desired pH solution and the released amount
of model drug of external solution was measured with time
by spectroscopic analytical method. The absorption inten-
sity at 260nm was measured with UV–Vis spectrophotom-
eter. The released percentage was calculated by the
following equation:

Released percentage %ð Þ ¼ Cr=C0 � 100

where, Cr is released amount of model substance and C0 is
initial uptake amount of model substance.

Results and discussion

pH response of dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides

Figure 1 shows pH dependence of Vis spectra of C12-
EGT-T, C12-GAT-T, and the mixture. The amphiphilic
copolypeptide treated with TFA, C12-EGT-T and C12-
GAT-T, showed variations in Vis spectra in the region
from pH 3.0 to pH 5.0 and from pH 5.5 to pH 7.0,
respectively, and the effect which introduced Trp residues
treated with TFA into the hydrophilic part in amphiphilic
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copolypeptide was able to be confirmed. On the other
hand, pH dependence of Vis spectrum was not observed
in untreated C12-EGT and C12-GAT. The indole ring of
untreated Trp has weak basicity and it cannot dissociate
because the lone pair of nitrogen is employed to hold
the aromaticity. On the other hand, the ten π-electrons
needed to form an aromatic ring exist in TFA-treated
Trp (see the structure of Trp residues after TFA
treatment in Scheme 1), except for the lone pair of
nitrogen, so that TFA-treated Trp has a strong basicity
compared with normal Trp and is regarded as aromatic
amine. In a previous study, a TFA-treated random
copolypeptide, poly(N-hydroxyethyl L-glutamine-co-L-
Trp), showed variation in the Vis spectrum in the region
from pH 4.0 to pH 5.5, and nonaqueous titration revealed
that the color change was caused by dissociation of the
indole ring of Trp treated with TFA [21]. It is considered
that TFA-treated Trp residues in the amphiphilic
copolypeptide dissociated at lower pH region because
the TFA-treated amphiphilic copolypeptide showed
similar color change and pH response by TFA treatment

as the TFA-treated random copolypeptide. The differ-
ence in dissociation pH of TFA-treated Trp between
C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T seems attributable to the
difference in hydration state and accelerate of protonation
of the indole ring in TFA-treated Trp by existence of
surrounding carboxylic acids of glutamic acid residues
[33]. Table 2 summarized pH response regions of mixed
amphiphilic copolypeptides by the same UV–Vis method.
In all compositions, the mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides
indicated intermediate pH response region between C12-
EGT-T and C12-GAT-T. Moreover, in Fig. 1c, two-step
change or increment of absorbance below pH 4.5 was
not observed. From this result, C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-
T seem to have formed the aggregates in two compo-
nents with the common hydrophobic domain. The pH
response region of mixture was affected by copolypep-
tides composition, that is, the concentration of carbox-
ylic acids of glutamic acid residues in mixture, and pH
response region of the 50/50mol mixture was from pH
7.0 to pH 4.5. This pH response region is similar to the
pH change as the lysosome endocytoses material in the
cell [34], and the mixed copolypeptide aggregates seems
suitable for DDS. In the next sections or later, CAC,
size of aggregates, and release behavior of the mixture
of C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T at 50/50 (mol/mol) were
evaluated.

Secondary structure of dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides

Conformation of amphiphilic copolypeptides in aqueous
solution was evaluated by CD measurement. Figure 2
indicates CD spectra of C12-EGT and C12-GAT at various
pH. CD spectra of C12-EGT confirm that random coil
was dominant at measurement pH region. Same result
was obtained for TFA-treated C12-EGT-T and the
conformation was random coil. C12-GAT showed pH
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Fig. 1 Vis spectra of deodecyl-terminated copolypeptide at various
pH, a C12-EGT-T, b C12-GAT-T and c mixture. Copolypeptide conc.=
5.0×10−3 mol/l

Table 2 The pH response regions of amphiphilic copolypeptide
mixtures in UV–Vis measurement

Molar ratio (C12-EGT-T:C12-GAT-T) pH response region

100:0 5.0–3.0
90:10 formed precipitates
80:20 formed precipitates
70:30 6.5–4.5
60:40 6.5–4.5
50:50 7.0–4.5
40:60 7.0–4.5
30:70 7.0–4.5
20:80 7.5–5.0
10:90 7.5–5.0
0:100 8.0–5.5

Colloid Polym Sci (2008) 286:777–786 781



dependence of the conformation (see Fig. 2b) and formed
α-helix slightly at pH 5.5 which corresponds to pKa of
carboxylic acids of glutamic acid residues. On the other
hand, the C12-GAT-T and mixed dodecyl-terminated
copolypeptide did not form α-helix below pKa of
carboxylic acids of glutamic acid residues and their
conformation were still random coil (see Fig. 2c,d). These
results in Vis and CD measurements (shift of dissociation
pH of TFA-treated Trp and delay of α-helix formation)
seem to suggest that TFA-treated Trp residues and
carboxylic acids in glutamic acid residues may have
induced the dissociation of the each other.

Evaluation of critical aggregates concentration of mixed
dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides

The CACs of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides were
evaluated by fluorescence measurements with ANS. In the
fluorescence spectrum of ANS, fluorescence maximum
wavelength (1max) shifts to shorter wavelength (blue shift)
when solvent polarity around this probe molecule was
decreased. Figure 3 shows the variation of 1max for ANS
as a function of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides concen-
tration at pH 7.4. The blue shift of 1max from approx-
imately 525nm to approximately 470nm was observed with
increasing mixed copolypeptides concentration. This blue

shift of 1max reflects the formation of amphiphilic
copolypeptide aggregates and uptake of ANS into their
hydrophobic cores. The inflection point in the curve was
qualified as CAC. The CACs for mixed amphiphilic
copolypeptides obtained from the fluorescence measure-
ments were listed in Table 3 with the CACs of each TFA-
treated and untreated dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides.
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The CACs of untreated dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides
were not changed drastically at measured pH. While, mixed
amphiphilic copolypeptides exhibited different CAC with
pH, and the CACs became intermediate value or almost
equal to those of independent TFA-treated dodecyl-termi-
nated copolypeptides and the mixture indicated only one
CAC value. If C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T form aggregates
independently, two critical micelle concentration (CMC)
values or higher CMC value than that of each component
will be observed. This result seems to support that C12-
EGT-T and C12-GAT-T formed the aggregates in two
components with the common hydrophobic domain. More-
over, it is considered that the difference of CAC originates
from the dissociation of TFA-treated Trp moieties and the
aggregates of mixed TFA-treated amphiphilic copolypep-
tides were destabilized by electrostatic repulsion, hydration
of Trp residues, and lowering of hydrophobic coagulation
power of the aggregates at lower pH region.

Evaluation of aggregates stability of dodecyl-terminated
copolypeptides mixture

The stability of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides aggre-
gates against pH was estimated by quenching of fluores-
cence intensity of Py with Cu2+. Figure 4 shows the variation
of fluorescence intensity ratio (Iq/I0) against Cu

2+ concen-
tration. In the Py solution without the mixed amphiphilic
copolypeptide, the fluorescence of Py was strongly
quenched by the addition of Cu2+ ion and the decrease
of the fluorescence intensity became slow with increase of
Cu2+ ion concentration. While in the case of mixed TFA-
treated amphiphilic copolypeptides aggregates, large dif-
ference in quenching of fluorescence of Py against pH was
observed and the fluorescence of Py was greatly quenched
at pH 4.5 in comparison with the result at pH 7.4. This
phenomenon indicates that the aggregate-formed amphi-

philic copolypeptides become unstable because TFA-
treated Trp dissociates at pH 4.5.

Evaluation of the size of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides
aggregates

To evaluate the size of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides
aggregates, DLS measurements were performed and the
results are summarized in Table 4 with the results of each
TFA-treated and untreated amphiphilic copolypeptide. The
DLS measurements revealed that amphiphilic copolypep-
tides, C12-EGT and C12-GAT, formed aggregates with
approximately 80 and 100nm in Rh(θ→0), respectively.
The pH dependence of aggregate size was observed for
mixed TFA-treated amphiphilic copolypeptides as same as
independent C12-EGT-T and C12-GAT-T. The variation of
Rh(θ→0) were approximately 65nm at pH 7.4 and
approximately 50nm at pH 4.5. This changes in Rh(θ→0)
of aggregates caused by changing pH originated in

Table 3 The CACs of each amphiphilic copolypeptide

Sample code pH CAC
(mol/l)

Dissociating groups

C12-EGT 5.0 3.5×10−4 Non
3.0 3.0×10−4 Non

C12-EGT-T 5.0 1.0×10−4 Non
3.0 6.0×10−4 TFA-treated Trp

C12-GAT 8.0 2.4×10−4 –COOH
5.5 2.0×10−4 –COOH

C12-GAT-T 8.0 0.9×10−4 –COOH
5.5 3.6×10−4 –COOH,

TFA-treated Trp
Mixture 7.4 1.1×10−4 –COOH
C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-
T=50/50

4.5 7.5×10−4 –COOH,
TFA-treated Trp
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Fig. 4 Variation of fluorescence intensity ratio (Iq/I0) for Py against
Cu2+ concentration. The mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides (C12-EGT-
T/C12-GAT-T=50/50) and Py concentrations in the measurements
were 1.5×10−4 and 1.2×10−7 mol/l, respectively

Table 4 The sizes of amphiphilic copolypeptide aggregates evaluated
by DLS measurement

Sample code pH Rh (θ→0) Size
distribution

C12-EGT 5.0 78.8 0.069
3.0 80.3 0.067

C12-EGT-T 5.0 74.3 0.090
3.0 51.7 0.490

C12-GAT 8.0 107.5 0.033
5.5 110.8 0.034

C12-GAT-T 8.0 122.7 0.120
5.5 90.9 0.890

Mixture 7.4 64.5 0.069
C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-T=50/50 4.5 48.2 1.000
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dissociation and electrostatic repulsion of TFA-treated Trp
moieties. If the mixture of C12-EGT and C12-GAT form
simple core–shell type micelle, the Rh of spherical micelle
formed by these amphiphilic copolypeptide can be calcu-
lated from 3.4nm (for C12-GAT only) to 4.0nm (for C12-
EGT only) [35]. Therefore, it is not possible to explain the
size of aggregates formed by these amphiphilic copolypep-
tides in terms of a simple core–shell structure. Figure 5
indicates 1H-NMR spectra of C12-EGT-T–C12-GAT-T mix-
ture in DMSO-d6 and D2O. As can be seen from the Fig. 5,
it was confirmed that not only signal of alkyl chain (around
1–2ppm) but also signal of Trp residues (around 7–8ppm)
became broad peak in D2O. The large increase in aggregate
size indicates formation of secondary aggregates, originat-
ing from weak aggregation of Trp residues in hydrophilic
part and the weak interaction does not affect the dissoci-
ation of Trp residues treated with TFA. Conversely, the
aggregate size decreases at lower pH region as decrease of
the average number of associated molecules decreases

because of the disruption of the hydrophobic domains
caused by dissociation of Trp. The model proposed to
account for the change in aggregate size is presented in
Fig. 6. The AFM images of TFA-treated amphiphilic
copolypeptide aggregates in dry state are shown in Fig. 7.
Though the presence of aggregates with approximately
60nm was confirmed in AFM images, the aggregates had a
wide-size distribution; aggregates of approximately 30–80-
nm diameter were also observed.

Release behavior of model substance from amphiphilic
copolypeptide aggregates

The uptake abilities of the aggregates were estimated
using 5-FU by measuring the amount of 5-FU dissolved
into the hydrophobic region of the mixed copolypep-
tides aggregates. Uptake amounts and loading efficien-
cies of 5-FU for mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides
aggregates is summarized in Table 5 with values of each
TFA-treated and untreated amphiphilic copolypeptide. The
loading amount (wt.%) of each model substance was
calculated from the weight of 5-FU loaded into aggregates
divided by the weight of the loaded aggregates. The
loading efficiency (%) was evaluated by dividing the
weight of 5-FU loaded into aggregates by the initial
weight of 5-FU. The difference of primary structure did
not influence the uptake amount and loading efficiency of
5-FU. However, the TFA treatment greatly influenced the
uptake amount and efficiency, and these values for TFA-
treated amphiphilic copolypeptides became higher than
those of untreated amphiphilic copolypeptides. The in-
crease of uptake amount and efficiency seems to originate
from increase of hydrophobicity of aggregates by the
change of Trp residues with TFA treatment to tricyclic
structure [19–21], as well as the difference in CACs (see
Table 3). The uptake amount and loading efficiency of

 

Higher pH region Lower pH region

hydrophobic regionhydrophilic region TFA-treated Trp Fig. 6 Presumed model of ag-
gregate size change in pH re-
sponse amphiphilic
copolypeptide aggregates

 

 0246810ppm

DMSO-d6

D2O

(CH2)11

Trp

Fig. 5 1H-NMR spectra of C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-T mixture in
DMSO-d6 and D2O
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mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides aggregates was similar
to those of independent TFA-treated amphiphilic copoly-
peptides. Figure 8 shows the pH dependence of release
behavior of 5-FU from mixed amphiphilic copolypeptides
aggregate. The amount of 5-FU released was normalized
with the total amount of 5-FU incorporated into each
aggregate. As can be seen from Fig. 8, the release rate of
5-FU was accelerated by changing the pH from 7.4 to 4.5
and started to decrease when the pH increased to 7.4
again. At pH 7.4, the release of 5-FU was negligible. This
release increased with decreasing pH, and continuous
release was observed at pH 4.5. Thus, although 5-FU was
retained in the hydrophobic regions of the aggregates at
pH 7.4, they were released at pH 4.5, since the
hydrophobic interaction holding the aggregates together
were weakened by dissociation of TFA-treated Trp.

Conclusions

In this study, aggregates of mixed amphiphilic copolypep-
tides were prepared, and their pH response and release
behavior were investigated. The major conclusions of this
investigation were as follows:

(1) The dodecyl-terminated copolypeptides treated TFA
showed the pH response at pH region which is similar
to Trp monomer treated with TFA by introducing the
tryptophan residues into the hydrophilic part.

(2) The pH response region of TFA-treated amphiphilic
copolypeptides could be shifted to near natural pH
region by mixing of each TFA-treated amphiphilic
copolypeptide.

(3) The mixed TFA-treated amphiphilic copolypeptides,
C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-T, in aqueous solution formed
aggregates containing hydrophobic region and these
aggregates could assimilate model substances into the
hydrophobic region.

(4) The mixture of TFA-treated amphiphilic copolypep-
tides showed pH dependence of aggregate size:
dissociation of TFA-treated Trp residues resulted in a
change in average aggregate diameter from approxi-
mately 65 nm at pH 7.4 to approximately 50 nm at pH
4.5.

(5) In studies of release behavior of 5-FU from mixed
amphiphilic copolypeptides aggregates, release rates
of 5-FU was found to be accelerated by decreasing the
pH 7.4 to 4.5, and release rate was depressed when the
solution pH rose to 7.4 again.

Thus, novel pH-responsive aggregates were prepared by
using amphiphilic copolypeptides treated with TFA. In the
future, more detailed examination and DDS applications
will be carried out.
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Fig. 7 AFM images of mixed amphiphilic copolypeptide aggregates
(C12-EGT-T/C12-GAT-T=50/50) on silicone wafer (dry state)

Table 5 The loading amounts and loading efficiencies of 5-FU for
each amphiphilic copolypeptide aggregate

Sample code Loading amounta

(wt.%)
Loading efficiencyb

(wt.%)

C12-EGT 1.2 7.9
C12-EGT-T 2.0 19.2
C12-GAT 1.3 8.8
C12-GAT-T 2.4 20.1
Mixture (C12-EGT-T/C12-
GAT-T=50/50)

2.5 18.8

Polymer concentration=3×10−3 M; 5-FU concentration=1.5×
10−3 M; loading pH: pH 5.0 (series of C12-EGT), pH 8.0 (series of
C12-GAT), pH 7.4 (mixture); solvent: distilled water.
a Loading amount (wt.%)=weight of 5-FU loaded into aggregates/
weight of loaded aggregates
b Loading efficiency (wt.%)=weight of 5-FU loaded into aggregates/
initial feed weight of 5-FU
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